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While weeks have passed since 
racist images originally surfaced 
on Xavier’s campus, Black Student 
Association (BSA) is making 
strides to keep the conversation 
current. Having met with Father 
Michael Graham and talked with 
historians, BSA aims to make the 
conversation about action and not 
just discussion. 
According to senior Jeremiah 
Pennebaker, President of  BSA, 
the organization has met with 
alumni and advisors and has plans 
in the works for changes they’d 
like to see on campus. 
“We truly believe that Xavier 
is in an interesting place where 
they could take the next step and 
be one of  the pioneers in creat-
ing a racial dialogue and racially 
just school that pushes the enve-
lope on the teachings of  racism,” 
says Pennebaker. “We are trying to 
hold Xavier to its core values of  
educating the whole person.” 
Pennebaker believes Xavier 
needs more than a select few 
courses in diversity. “There 
needs to be an expansion of  how 
we teach and what we teach.” 
Pennebaker said. 
Speaking on behalf  of  BSA’s 
mission, Pennebaker emphasizes 
the importance of  having diver-
sity be an integral part of  Xavier’s 
education and experience. 
Rhandi Wallace, junior and 
BSA member, says Xavier could 
improve by adding studies of  mi-
norities into the curriculum. 
“If  we’re going to go to a 
school where we value diversity 
but are not actually requiring our 
students to learn about those 
things...we’re not going to be able 
to live up to the standard that we 
hold ourselves up to,” Wallace 
said.
On Wallace’s point, Pennebaker 
added that Xavier should have 
race, gender, and sexuality be key 
in everyday studies and not just 
diversity. 
“Have the everyday business 
class talk about how there are rac-
ist practices that prevent black 
men and women from getting 
into certain positions in business. 
Talk about gender and wage gap 
in everyday economics classes.” 
Pennebaker said.
“Race and gender applies to 
each subject, no matter what 
subject it is,” Pennebaker said. 
“[Diversity] has to be a perva-
sive thing so that everybody’s 
learning about it, it’s not just an 
extracurricular.”
On implementing more diver-
sity studies in the core curriculum, 
junior and BSA Vice President 
Kaelan Doolan gave his thoughts. 
“Given a lot of  the things we’ve 
uncovered about the 
history of  Xavier, 
this would be a huge 
step forward on try-
ing to push for a 
more multicultural 
and racially sensitive 
form of  equation.” 
Doolan said.
“You need to put 
emphasis on how 
severe and real, the 
key word being real, 
these biases are.” 
Wallace suggests 
having readings for 
centered on issues 
of  justice.
In regard to 
Xavier’s Jesuit val-
ues on justice and 
solidarity, Wallace 
said, “It’s impor-
tant to let students 
know what they’re 
getting themselves 
into before they 
start [at Xavier].”
“BSA will be holding 
the university accountable,” 
Pennebaker said. “This is not 
something we will let just go 
under the rug and forget about 
next year. We will be constantly 
making sure the university holds 
itself  up to these standards.” 
Discussing the racist images 
in November, Doolan said, 
BY HANNAH PAIGE MICHELS
Staff Writer
BSA pushes for current, challenging curriculum
“Regardless of  the school’s de-
cision regarding the disciplinary 
process for the parties involved, 
any future policy being held, 
we have plans for any type of  
situation they have...We are very 
well-prepared for any future 
hurdles that the university, or 
otherwise, may throw our way.” 
“If  the school allows stu-
dents to forget about this then 
it’s going to happen again,” 
Wallace said.
To cap off  one of  its most 
successful semesters to date, 
BSA will wrap up this year 
with an open mic tonight in the 
Arrupe Overlook at 6 p.m. BSA 
holds meetings Wednesdays 
from 5-7 p.m. with a new meet-
ing location to be announced 
for next semester. 
Cincideutch brings a holiday taste of  Germany
Looking for some authen-
tic German culture and holiday 
Cincideutsch Christkindlmarkt, 
an authentic German market, will 
be held downtown in Fountain 
Square throughout the remaining 
weekends before Christmas. 
Kicking off  the holiday season, 
Christkindlmarkt opened on Nov. 
25 during Macy’s Light Up the 
Square. 
“I always look forward to the 
Christkindlmarkt market,” Jordan 
Hendershot, junior occupational 
therapy and Cincinnati native said,.
“Every year I go down to the 
market to look for some fun small 
holiday gifts and to spend time 
with my friends. I love getting 
some hot chocolate and sweets be-
fore I go skating. It’s always fun to 
go and walk around and look at all 
the holiday decorations. It’s a holi-
day must for me and I recommend 
anyone who hasn’t been to go.”
The market boasts authentic 
German style decorations along-
and the annual lighting of  the 
Christmas tree. 
The market also features glüh-
wein (hot spiced wine), hot choc-
olate, Christian Moerlein beer, tra-
ditional baked goods and holiday 
gift booths. Decorations and live 
entertainment will also be among 
the attractions offered to visitors 
at the market. 
The market is next to the 
Fountain Square Ice Rink, another 
one of  the holiday activities that 
is  open from 9 a.m. – 11 p.m. on 
weekends and noon – 10 p.m. on 
weekdays. 
Junior biology major Erin 
McNicolas said, “I had a lot 
of  fun visiting the market. My 
friends and I decided to go see the 
Nutcracker at the Aronoff  Center 
of  the Arts, and it was the perfect 
pit stop before the show. We got 
some hot chocolate and looked 
at the small woodwork gifts that 
-
nitely go back next year.”
The remaining dates include 
Dec. 10 from noon – 10 p.m., 
Dec. 11 from noon– 5 p.m., Dec. 
17 from noon – 10 p.m. and Dec. 
18 from noon – 5 p.m.
Cincinnati native and occupation-
al thearapy major Ann Bishop said, 
“I think the market is great and a hol-
iday staple for the Cincinnati area,” 
“My family and I always visit the 
market when we go to the Aronoff  
or walk around downtown and look 
at the decoration. It’s also a fun place 
to meet friends and get some hot 
chocolate and then go ice skating.” 
Bishop said.
Cincinnati’s Christkindlmart 
Since then, it has become a holi-
day staple for the city and was 
even ranked as the second-best 




Xavier’s Black Student Association is looking to enact palpable change in the curriculum.
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RSA hosts bingo night for residents
Students join Standing Rock movement
In solidarity with the activ-
ists protesting the Dakota Access 
Pipeline, Xavier students held a 
walk-out on campus in front of  
Bellarmine Chapel on Monday. 
The demonstration was held af-
ter the Army Corps of  Engineers 
announced it would reroute the 
pipeline. However, activists are 
cautious towards the announce-
ment, since the owners of  the 
Dakota Access Pipeline have ig-
nored the ruling of  the Army 
Corps. 
Xavier students joined 
Skidmore College in New York, 
Fort Louis College in Colorado 
and Loyola University in Louisiana 
to stand in solidarity with the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. The 
effort was organized by Xavier’s 
Students for an Informed Society. 
 “I think the real motivation 
came from a combination of  hear-
ing the stories of  people close to 
me who've been at Standing Rock 
and sitting with my family over 
Thanksgiving,” Zachary Moeller, 
vice president of  Students for an 
Informed Society, said. “The sa-
lience struck me at dinner as we 
were laughing and having a good 
time, not having to worry about 
at us while we defended our land.” 
The bullets and tear gas both 
refer to ones used against demon-
strators who were defending the 
land of  The Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe. 
partook in the demonstration. 
While more than 500 students 
were invited to the event, Moeller 
said that he was content with the 
turnout. 
“The fact people actually ex-
pressed interest and showed up 
speaks more to the demonstration 
than anything else,” Moeller said.
The group’s president, Savin 
Mattozzi, said in a speech, “As it 
is important to celebrate this great 
victory, we must not become lost 
in it. There is still much work to be 
done and many wounds that need 
healing. We must not forget the 
damage that has been done, both 
emotional and physical, to the 
people and land of  the Standing 
Rock Sioux. We may have won 
this battle, but we have a long way 
to go, and a lot more work to do 
until justice truly prevails.” 
The group’s goal was to simply 
stand up against something that 
they did not agree with. 
Resident Student Association 
(RSA)  hosted a night of  bingo, 
Buffalo Wild Wings and pizza. The 
atmosphere was alive last Friday in 
the O’Connor gym, as students came 
together to celebrate the beginning 
of  the holiday season, have some fun 
and take advantage of  free food.
The event was open to all stu-
dents, but was designed primarily for 
those in on campus housing. 
Husman Hall Council president, at-
tended the event with fellow council 
members. 
“We all just helped when and 
where we could. Whether it was 
keeping the lines under control or 
handing out the food, we all worked 
together to make the event run well 
so that everyone could have a good 
time,” Brown said.
The bingo doors opened at 6:30 
p.m. and the event itself  lasted from 
7-9 p.m. 
“It was crazy how many people 
were there. The line started forming 
at 5:30 p.m,” said Brown. 
Crowd appeal was generated by 
the event’s primary game activity, bin-
go, as well as the social atmosphere. 
“There were tons of  prizes. 
Everything from Crocs, a gas gift 
card, a Keurig, a TV and even an 
Apple Watch,” Brown said. 
Bingo was played in the four- 
corner method, as well as regular, 
diamond, all around the board and a 
“create an X” version.  
The host of  the event, RSA, exists 
as an entity connected to Residence 
Life and often provides entertaining 
and fun events for students across 
campus. 
“We are an organization whose 
primary focus is to provide pro-
grams for residents. We aim to 
make ResLife (Residence Life) at 
Xavier the best it can be,” Brown 
said. 
Aside from the bingo prizes, 
laughs and entertainment, the par-
ticipants got to take home some 






“Our goal was to show that 
a large part of  the student body 
across the nation does not sup-
port unjust violence, but more 
so the infringement of  sovereign 
treaties and unsustainable envi-
ronmental practices,” Moeller 
said. “With that in mind, we just 
wanted people to show up, and 
they did.” 
Students for an Informed 
Society meet on Fridays at 3 p.m. 
The group is open to any student. 
For inquries on joining, email 
Savin Mattozzi or Zach Moeller. 
The food was a courtesy of  the 
event, so anything left over was 
given to the students. 
Residence Life and RSA en-
courage all students to participate 
in their initiatives. They offer a 
diverse calendar of  events, which 
can be found at www.xavier.edu
Newswire photo by Hannah Paige Michels
Savin Mattozzi and Armaan Sharma helped organize Xavier’s part in a nationwide demonstration for Standing Rock.
Photo courtesy of queenmobs.com
Res-life hosted a bingo night as part of the many student activities offered.





Staff  Writer 
Students perform in ‘Thanks-a-Latte’ Open Mic Night 
Students expressed themselves 
infront of  their peers in a variety of  
ways at the open mic event hosted 
by the Student Activity Council 
Ian Hunt and Michael Hunter, members of the Hunt for Hunter band, performed during the open mic night on Nov. 30 hosted by Student Activites Council (SAC).
Photo courtesy of Xavier SAC 
 
Did you try turning 
it off and on again?
(SAC) last Wednesday night. The 
event was named “Thanks-a-Latte” 
and featured a folk-rock duo from 
Brooklyn, N.Y., called Hunt for 
its kind to happen on campus.
A stage was set up in the atrium 
of  Gallagher Student Center (GSC) 
for the open mic, which ran from 
8 – 10 p.m., and around a dozen 
different individuals made their way 
to the stage to perform music, sing, 
read poetry or present pieces of  
spoken word. 
“Personally, I enjoyed being able 
to see my fellow students perform 
either their own creations or covers 
of  other people’s creations or even 
Kelsey Kraft said. “I thought that 
was interesting.”
Sophomore Eva Weber, who 
performed a song with her ukulele, 
enjoyed the experience and hopes 
for more opportunities like it. 
“It was very fun,” Weber said. “I 
think relaxed expression of  your-
self  is important. There’s not a lot 
of  opportunities for people who 
aren’t professionals or more or less 
professionals to perform, so I think 
it was nice that they did that.”
The two members of  Hunt 
for Hunter, Ian Hunt and Michael 
Hunter, performed alongside 
Xavier students and thought that 
the event was a success as well.
that I’ve ever seen. It’s great to get 
people out, especially students, on a 
Wednesday night,” Hunter said.
Hunter, the other half  of  the 
band, thought that open mics are 
incredibly important events to have 
for students.
“[An open mic] is how I started, 
playing the open mic in my dorm’s 
basement. When I started, I was 
terrible. An open mic gives people 
what they’re good at. If  I hadn’t 
had those open mics at my college, 
I don’t think I would have become 
a professional musician,” Hunter 
said.
While not intended to propel any 
single person into becoming a pro-
fessional, the open mic event was a 
way for students to relax and wind 
down before the upcoming exams.
“So what we wanted to do for 
our open mic event was kind of  
give a fun study break for students 
where they can come out and share 
their talents, have a good time, 
have some good snacks, and just 
have fun,” said sophomore Becky 
Hagedorn, a SAC member who 
supervised the event. 
Nov. 28, 8:24 a.m.  – Xavier 
Police referred the owner of  a stu-
dent vehicle parked in the C-1 Lot 
with 18 parking citations within 
the past 90 days to the code of  
conduct process after the student 
continued to fail to abide by park-
ing policies.
Nov. 28, 1:25 p.m. – Xavier 
Police investigated a report of  
two people acting suspicious in 
Hailstones Hall. The area was 
to locate the suspects. 
Nov. 29, 11:33 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life with 
a room search in Kuhlman Hall. 
A small amount of  marijuana was 
will follow up. 
Nov. 30, 7:13 a.m. – A con-
tractor reported the theft of  a 
dolly from the mechanical room in 
Brockman Hall. 
Dec. 1, 12:04 a.m. – A non-stu-
dent sleeping in Gallagher Student 
Center was advised and asked to 
leave campus. 
Dec. 1, 4:38 p.m. – Two non-
students were found behind a vacant 
university-owned property in the 
1500 block of  Dana Avenue. They 
were arrested for criminal trespass-
ing and drug paraphernalia. 
Dec. 2, 1:07 a.m. – Xavier Police, 
Residence Life and Cincinnati Fire 
responded to an intoxicated under-
age student in Husman Hall. The 
student was deemed OK by med-
ics to stay in his or her room for the 
night. 
Dec. 3, 9:00 p.m. – Cincinnati 
Fire and Rescue transported an un-
derage intoxicated student to Good 
Samaritan Hospital for possible alco-
hol poisoning. 
Dec. 3, 9:35 p.m. – Xavier Police 
assisted Residence Life with a room 
search in Kuhlman Hall. A small 
amount of  marijuana and drug para-
search. Residence Life will follow up. 
Dec. 5, 11:51 a.m. – Xavier 
Police and Physical Plant responded 
to a student trapped in an elevator in 
Gallagher Student Center. The stu-
dent was released from the elevator 
unharmed. 
Dec. 6, 11:46 a.m. – An 
employee trapped in an eleva-
tor in Gallagher Student Center 
was freed by Physical Plant and 
Xavier Police. The employee 
was released unharmed, and the 
elevator was shut down until re-




The Xavier Police Department is in the 
process of cleaning out its lost and found 
and evidence lockers. This will be done at 
the end of the semester on Dec. 16. Any 
unclaimed items will either be donated or 
destroyed. If you feel that you may have 
something to claim, or want to check please 
do so by Dec. 16. 
 








Army Corps of  Engineers reroutes pipeline
The Army Corps of  Engineers 
announced Sunday night that it 
will not grant easement to the 
Dakota Access Pipeline to contin-
ue construction. The announce-
ment comes after the arrival of  
several hundred veterans vowing 
to act as “human shields” for the 
activists and Native Americans.
Celebratory rallies were held 
across the nation on Monday 
following the announcement. 
Xavier hosted members of  the 
American Indian Movement at 
its weekly Community Night 
that day. Members discussed 
their experiences at the pipeline 
and what students could do to 
make an impact.
Native Americans and activ-
ists have been clashing with lo-
cal and federal law enforcement 
as well as private security, since 
early spring to prevent the pas-
sage of  the $3.8 billion pipeline.
Activists assert that the pipe-
line has the potential to pollute 
water in the surrounding areas.
Energy Transfer CEO Kelcy 
Warren contends that the pipe-
line is being built with special at-
tention to the environment.
Native Americans and activ-
ists remained cautious about 
the news and expressed con-
cern that the decision could be 
overturned by a Donald Trump 
presidency.
“It’s hard to get excited. At 
the end of  the day, it might 
mean nothing,” Stevey Seymour, 
a member of  the Colville Tribes 
told NBC.
In an interview with NBC in 
November, Warren asserted that 
he was “100 percent sure that 
the pipeline will be approved by 
a Trump administration.”
Trump’s spokesman Bryan 
Lanza said in a memo last week 
that Trump’s support of  the 
pipeline “has nothing to do 
with his personal investments 
and everything to do with pro-
Americans.”
In a statement released on 
Sunday, the Energy Transfer 
asserted that it “expected to 
complete construction of  the 
pipeline... nothing this adminis-
tration has done to today chang-
es that in any way.”
Trump has drawn criticism 
of  interest when it was discovered 
that he has investments in Energy 
Transfer Partners and Phillips 66, 
the builders of  the pipeline.
However, Trump’s spokes-
woman Hope Hicks claims that 
Trump sold his Energy Transfer 
stocks but provided no details 
or evidence, according to The 
New York Times.
The Dakota Access Pipeline was long contested because of its passage through Native American sacred lands and potential negative impacts on the environment.
Photo courtesy of mashable.com
BY SAVIN MATTOZZI
Staff  Writer 
Brazilian soccer team killed in plane crash
Fans of  the Brazilian soccer 
team Chapecoense were shocked 
Nov. 28 when news broke that the 
crashed near Medellin, Colombia. 
The 71 victims included players, 
coaches and journalists. Six travel-
ers- three players, two coaches and 
one journalist – survived the crash.
Flight LMI2933 took off  from 
Bolivia’s Viru Viru International 
Airport around 6 p.m. and declared 
an emergency near the Columbian 
municipalities of  La Ceja and La 
Union. 
The team was traveling from 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, to Medellin, 
-
nals against Columbian club team 
Atletico Nacional. 
The team has a devoted local fan 
base, who mourned the loss of  its 
team on Tuesday morning by gath-
ering at Arena Conda in Chapeco, 
Brazil. A vigil was held in Medellin, 
Colmbia, at the Atansio Giradot 
Statium, where Chapecoense soc-
cer team would play. 
"Tomorrow in a symbol of  soli-
darity, we will head to the stadium 
at 6:45 p.m. wearing white and with 
candles for the victims," Medellin 
mayor Aníbal Gaviria Correa said 
in a Twitter post. 
The reasons for the plane’s 
crash are still unknown. During the 
-
tered showers and thunderstorms 
that may have caused severe tur-
bulence for the plane. Emergency 
services responding to the crash 
could only access the site by land 
becasue of  the storms. 
Data from the plane’s black 
boxes was found in “perfect con-
dition” according to a Columbian’s 
civil aviation announcement on 
indicated in the damage, points to 
fuel starvation as a contributing 
factor to the crash. 
A seven-person delegation of  
doctors and legal experts are being 
sent to Colombia to investigate the 
crash by Chapecoense. 
“It’s really sad this unfortunate 
event happened, but I’m really glad 
to see the support the soccer team 
community has shown,” said se-
nior Thomas Minbiole, a manager 
of  Xavier’s women soccer team. 
“Rallying around the team during a 
time when support is needed is the 
ultimate sign of  sportsmanship.” 
Tiago da Rocha Viera, a for-
ward for the Chapescoense team, 
had recently found out he would 
become a father. The 22-year-old 
a week before the crash reading a 
note that he and his wife would be 
having a baby boy. 
“This has been a huge loss to 
the soccer community and has 
really shown how fragile life is,” 
-
sources major said. “The Brazilian 
team is world-renowned, and this 
the Munich air disaster and the 
Superga air disaster as one of  the 
worst tragedies in soccer history. 
soccer community as a whole will 
continue to rally together and sup-
time.” 
After the crash, Chapecoense 
was named the winner of  the South 
American Cup. 
Photo courtesy of nbcnews.com
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Let’s actually take a break this time
First Amendment to the United 
States’ Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of  grievances.
Newswire has made the decision to stray from the AP Style Guide 
when printing the words White and Black in reference to groups of  
people. We have decided to capitalize both.
Have a merry secular Christmas
with carol and good cheer and family could be so intense and exhausting? Christmas is only 19 days away, and 
to be at various stages of  grieving or celebration at any point in time. For the most part, it looks like the fervor 
respectful. For anyone still focusing on the election, particularly those who are upset with the results, I ask you 
to detach for this break.
protesting. I know I need a break from it. The amount I fact check and discuss politics with people is probably 
more than the average person will do or want to do in his or her entire lifetime. I honestly want a break, and I 
need some positivity. So, therefore, I want to extend a suggestion to my likeminded readers who take it upon 
should have done or what the media failed to do. Worry about hot chocolate being too hot and making your lips 
tingly. Worry about your dog tearing open a present or your cat knocking over the tree. Worry about missing 
your favorite Christmas movie because you were out shopping for gifts all day. Worry about little noogies and 
When you come back, come back renewed and stronger. Throw yourself  into 
you need to rest to do your best.
We work ourselves too hard and spread ourselves too thin with our schoolwork 
on in the White House. There are times and places for political discussion, but 
Christmas is not the time. With the risk of  sounding numbingly plain and repeti-
we can work on bridging the gaps that keep us apart.
Trever McKenzie is a sophomore 
theatre major and copy editor for the 
Newswire from Higginsport, Ohio.
much they receive.
I was once one of  these kids, and although I may 
have received mostly whatever I wanted, I found no 
other than the gift of  love. Jesus also makes a point to 
There is a well-known story where he turns over the 
tables of  the money changers in the 
temple. In so many ways, we have 
become the money changers. We 
continue to talk about buying the 
latest and greatest thing, which has 
resulted in no one being happy or 
-
ing hundreds of  dollars on bring-
ing a dead piece of  wood into our 
homes and putting colorful lights 
homeless person.
are often forgotten, because God 
stands with the poor and forgotten 
before he stands with the rich. I can assure you that 
any gift your parents may get you. So maybe both 
delivering gifts and not Jesus of  Nazareth. Maybe con-
servatives should stop thinking that Christmas is under 
attack because liberals 
are adamant about 
being inclusive of  all 
religions and instead 
should be worried 
about how Christmas 
has become a secular 
holiday.
So instead of  plac-
ing your hope in a 
Christmas gift, place 
it in the love of  your 
family and friends. 
Then you will receive 
a much greater gift 
than any new phone 
could give you.
-
of  attempting to show someone love by buying them 
with nothing better to do are debating whether or not 
-
ments are really a typical American 
Christmas is not a Christian holiday 
anymore.
from the original ideas about the 
is about materialism and not the 
coming of  a savior into the world 
love of  God. What would happen to 
Jesus if  he were born this year? How 
many people celebrating Christmas 
would open their door to a couple of  ragged strang-
ers looking for a place to stay? If  these two ragged 
strangers walked passed a Best Buy on Black Friday, 
would anyone stop to look at them? Would they be 
trampled by the crowd as well?
This time of  year is a time when we are supposed 
to open up our hearts and minds to the coming of  
our Lord who loves us so much he was willing to be 
born in a smelly stable, walk among us and die in the 
most public, humiliating and painful way – all for the 
-
sition of  whether or not our parents buy us a new 
XBox.
gifts that their rich friends do, it shows them that 
Santa Claus thinks they are less deserving than their 
damage. Then there are rich spoiled kids who throw 
tantrums about not getting what they wanted for 
Christmas, being forced to go to church and being 
forced to help the poor when they feel they should be 
inside playing with their new toys. This is incredibly 
sad to see, because these kids place their value on how 
Alex Hale is a junior in the 
Philosophy, Politics, and the Public 
Program from Detroit.  He is a 
staff  writer for the Newswire 
and works with Cincinnati City 
Councilman P.G. Sittenfeld.
“Yes it’s Christmas 
time again, and 
political people 
with nothing better 
to do are debating 
whether or not to 
say ‘Merry Christ-
mas’ or ‘Happy 
Holidays.’”
- Alex Hale
nally got to see you engage in 
open and honest discourse. In 
fact, we got to see two diametric 
opposites get down to the nitty 
you wanted: you got to talk and I 
listened. I hope everyone listened 
and learned. You allow them to 
clarify and you allow them to 
have that open and honest con-
versation, as I’ve asked to do on 
many of  the platforms that have 
said that I went too far, because 
for once I saw an interview where 
talking seemed to be the point, 
rather than accusing or blaming 
or being disgusted. As you your-
self  said, Tomi Lahren, “You al-
low them to clarify and you allow 
them to have that open and hon-
est conversation.”
Xavier Newswire




Tomi Lahren, you have been heard
Tomi Lahren, in an interview 
with CNN Correspondents on 
the show Reliable Sources July 10, 
said to host Brian Stetler, “If  you 
disagree with what someone says 
on social media, you bring them 
on [your platform] and you al-
low them to address it. You don’t 
talk about them. You allow them 
to defend themselves. You allow 
them to clarify, and you allow 
them to have that open and hon-
est conversation, as I’ve asked to 
do on many of  the platforms that 
have said that I went too far.”
The interview involved Lahren, 
a conservative talking head and 
host for the show TheBlaze, jour-
nalist David Zurawik and Jamia 
Wilson, a feminist activist. Lahren 
said the aforementioned quote in 
response to Zurawik’s claim that 
when a journalist says something 
out of  hand, it is the responsibil-
ity of  other journalists to contex-
tualize and explore what has been 
those words so that the audience 
knows that you and other talking 
heads like yourself  understand 
what was wrong about those 
words. Lahren was disgusted and 
suggested her alternative, which 
involves direct engagement with 
the person who has apparently 
done wrong. Tomi Lahren, (I can-
not believe I am writing these 
words,) on this one issue, I 100 
percent agree with you.
In the age of  the post-Trump 
election, in the world of  the Black 
Lives Matter movement, in the 
context of  liberal and conserva-
tive agendas clashing aggressively 
and with personal vigor about so-
cial issues, both sides of  the po-
litical and social aisle have done a 
beautiful job of  creating bubbles 
for themselves.
When Zurawik suggested in 
the interview that journalists have 
a responsibility to hold one an-
other in check by analyzing each 
other’s words, he was dressing 
this bubble up in a façade of  so-
cial progress and discussion. But 
journalists like Zurawik are part 
of  the problem.
We live in an America that 
claims that “all men are created 
equal.” But if  this is really true, 
why are we not listening to one 
another? Why are we not engag-
ing one another? Why are we not 
talking to each other instead of  
about each other?
In Zurawik’s defense, his refer-
ence was pointed at Lahren, who 
had earlier in the week tweeted 
some disturbing comparisons 
between the Black Lives Matter 
movement and the KKK. No, 
dear reader, the irony is not lost 
on me either. But Zurawik, even 
while making his claim in front 
of  Lahren herself, did not ask her 
to clarify, to explain or to address 
her own assertions. He simply 
told her he was disgusted and was 
“trying to be polite.”
Listen, folks, if  you read me 
regularly, you know that I’m a 
bleeding heart liberal. I love to 
idealize love and opportunity 
and acceptance for all people, no 
matter what race, creed, gender, 
faith, sexual orientation or favor-
ite brand of  shoe they identify 
with. But Tomi Lahren represents 
a matter of  fact, actualized and 
largely undiscussed demographic 
that still exists in our world today.
It is matter of  fact because she 
says what she means and feels, 
just as other liberal and conserva-
tive reporters do. It is actualized 
because she tries (although she 
often fails) to back up her opin-
ions and views with real world 
statistics and examples. It is un-
discussed because many people 
in a less extreme or conservative 
world context believe that people 
like her can’t actually, possibly 
exist. Maybe it’s because people 
like David Zurawik look down 
on people like Tomi Lahren, or 
maybe it’s because they feel like 
the Tomis of  the world won’t lis-
ten to them anyway. But their re-
sistance to engage with the Tomis 
of  the world is an automatic fail-
ure of  discourse.
Tomi Lahren, in the long run, 
you do not scare me. Your show 
repeatedly proves to me that you 
are a talking head and that there 
is a lot left in this world that may 
someday contextualize or nuance 
or augment or amend the things 
that you say. I believe this of  ev-
ery human being that I have ever 
met. I certainly believe this of  
myself. If  anything, really, you’re 
a shining example of  where dis-
course can go wrong. People hear 
what you have to say, either agree 
with you blindly or dismiss you 
out of  hand and then talk about 
you instead of  talk with you.
However, in a Nov. 30, in-
terview with Daily Show Host 
-
to a description of  someone we 
consider to be outstanding “and 
they’re extremely respectful to 
women.” That should be a given 
character trait of  anyone. Women 
are people, too; they are not any 
less or any more valuable than a 
man. They should be treated with 
the same respect as men, and it 
should not be seen as remarkable 
when they are.
So, you ask why I am angry. 
Well, I am angry because I felt that 
I had to write this piece because in 
2016 women are still treated and 
seen as lesser human beings than 
men.
Grant F. Vance is the Managing 
Editor at the Newswire. He is a senior 
English & Digitial Innovation Film and 
Television double major from Jeffersonville, 
Ind.  
Occasionally, when I get on my 
soapbox about the way women are 
treated in America, someone may 
ask “Why are you so angry? It’s 
not that serious.” It is serious if, 
from a young age, you have been 
socialized to mold yourself  and 
your behaviors to the expectations 
of  the opposite sex.
Why am I so “angry,” you ask? 
Well, let’s see. In high school I 
was sent home for wearing shorts 
boys were allowed to wear their 
pants so low the whole school 
knew the brand and design of  
their underwear. When I was 16, I 
was hit on by a guy and told him I 
just wanted to be friends, yet four 
years later he still doesn’t under-
stand what “no” means. In case 
you were not aware, no means no, 
no matter how you spin it.
When I am out and about by 
myself  and some guy approaches 
me, I feel compelled to tell him 
I have a boyfriend because that 
typically makes the guy leave me 
alone as opposed to telling him 
I’m not interested. Because men 
seem to respect other men more 
than a woman’s desire to be left 
alone. I am so angry because I live 
in a society that screams “don’t 
get raped” instead of  focusing on 
teaching people not to rape.
When I walk alone at night, I 
make sure my keys stick out of  
something blunt in case I need to 
protect myself. Or I am on the 
phone with someone so if  some-
thing happens there will hopefully 
be a quick response. I am angry 
that I was taught these things by 
my parents. I am upset that I rarely 
feel safe by myself  once the sun 
goes down, because the expecta-
tion is that something other than 
peacefully reaching my destination 
will happen.
I am upset that I am more like-
ly to see media articles and news 
reports about what I need to do 
as a woman to keep myself  safe, 
instead of  articles and reports di-
rected toward men on how to be 
decent and respectful human be-
ings. Or the fact that a large per-
centage of  pop culture articles tell 
women how to be more beautiful, 
how to attract men and what be-
haviors they need to stop in order 
I am not only upset, but be-
wildered, by the fact that Kim 
Kardashian felt the need to apol-
ogize for being robbed. No mat-
ter how you feel about her or her 
family, you have to recognize that 
that’s not right. That when some-
one is attacked people criticize 
them and claim it was their own 
fault and they were “asking for it.” 
That women feel the need to con-
stantly apologize when their lives 
and traumas become an inconve-
nience for anyone.
I am angered by the idea that my 
clothes speak on my willingness to 
consent more than my voice does. 
If  I tell someone I was harassed or 
received unwanted male attention, 
the question “well, what were you 
wearing” is an expected response. 
Depending on my answer, the re-
sponse could be “you should have 
seen that coming.”
By all means, I am not calling 
out all men. I am not saying all 
men think this way and behave 
this way. Most of  the guys I know, 
including students here are some 
of  the most respectful men I have 
met in my life. Thus, I consider 
them friends, and they have kept 
places in my life. That being said, I 
am not here to applaud a duck for 
swimming.
Guys who are respectful toward 
women and treat women as equals 
should not have to be recognized 
as being amazing people. As a so-
ciety we should not have to attach 
Women are treated as unequals to men and it’s frustrating
Abrena Rowe is a junior psychology 
major and the Opinions and Editorial 
edito  for the Newswire from Cincinnati.
Maxwell Bruns is a junior English, 
HAB and philosophy triple major. 




ter of  fact, actu-
alized and largely 
undiscussed de-
mographic that 
still exists in our 
world today.”
- Max Bruns
“In high school 
I was sent home 
for wearing shorts 
slightly above my 
boys were allowed 
to wear their pants 
so low the whole 
school knew the 
brand and design 
of  their under-
wear.”
- Abrena Rowe




The college football playoff  
bracket was revealed this past 
Sunday, and there was very little 
surprise as to how things shook 
out. 
Alabama ended up in the top 
spot, much like the entire season. 
At No. 2, Clemson jumped Ohio 
State after winning the ACC 
championship game against a 
ranked Virginia Tech team. Ohio 
State did not fall far, however, 
only dropping to the No. 3 spot. 
Finally, in the fourth spot are 
the Washington Huskies. While 
this was a controversial decision, 
many believe that the committee 
made the correct one in choos-
ing Washington over Penn State 
and Michigan. 
Alabama enters the playoff  
as the clear favorite to win the 
championship. Being given a 42 
percent chance to take home the 
hardware by ESPN, it would be a 
major upset if  a team was able to 
beat them. Alabama ranks num-
ber one in Strength of  Record 
(SOR), Game Control (GC) and 
the Football Power Index (FPI), 
all-important metrics the selec-
tion committee considers. The 
Crimson Tide also has the best 
years. All of  this, plus an electric 
offense ranked in the top 25 in 
-
man quarterback Jalen Hurts, 
means Alabama has very few 
weaknesses to exploit. This is 
what gives it the best chance to 
win the title.
Clemson enters as the two 
seed after winning its conference 
championship. Even though the 
the rest of  their resume is hard 
to argue with. Clemson ranks 
third in SOR, second in GC, 
also has four wins against FPI 
percent chance to win the title, 
according to ESPN. So, while the 
odds are against them, it is not 
impossible.
Ohio State enters the play-
without a conference champi-
onship. However, even without 
one, Ohio State boasts argu-
ably the second best resume in 
the country. The Buckeyes rank 
second only to Alabama in SOR 
-
ciency, again only to Alabama. 
The Buckeyes also have three 
BY DONNIE MENKE
Staff  Writer
wins against FPI top-25 teams, 
and their only loss came to No. 
5 Penn State on the road. They 
have the second best odds to win 
the title, as ESPN gives them a 
have, according to FPI, the best 
chance to beat ’Bama of  anyone 
The most controversial se-
lection, Washington, beat out 
Penn State and Michigan for 
playoff. While its nonconference 
schedule has been scrutinized, 
Washington also has a top notch 
resume in every other area. It 
ranks fourth in SOR and FPI, 
third in GC, second in total of-
-
onship, three wins against FPI 
top-25 teams and only one loss 
the championship according to 
ESPN, but beating Alabama will 
be a tough task. 
Penn State, one of  the teams 
that just missed, has legitimate 
complaints about missing the 
playoff. It has the Big Ten cham-
pionship, which was arguably 
the toughest conference in col-
lege football this year. It also has 
what many consider the best win 
of  the season, a victory against 
Ohio State at home. However, it 
could not match up in terms of  
Jalen Hurts is leading Alabama to one of the best seasons in college football history.
Photo courtesy of espn.com
GC and FPI, ranking 37th and 
losses to an 8-4 Pittsburgh team 
as well as Michigan, by a score of  
chances to make the playoff.
Michigan, the only other team 
that had a chance to make it, had 
arguments in terms of  FPI and 
GC, ranking third and fourth, 
respectively. However, it only 
ranked ninth in SOR and lost 
games at the last second, one 
to Iowa and one to Ohio State. 
Even though both of  these 
losses were on the road, the lack 
of  a conference championship, 
coupled with the last-second 
losses, killed Michigan’s chances 
this season.
slated to take place later this 
and Washington, playing in the 
Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl, will 
take place at 3 p.m. in Atlanta, 
Ga. Clemson and Ohio State, 
playing in the PlayStation Fiesta 
Bowl, will play the later game, 
which will kick off  at 7 p.m. in 
Glendale, Ariz. 
Both games will be televised 
on ESPN. 
The National Championship 
Game, featuring the winners of  
in Tampa, Fla.
Alabama leads group of CFB
Playoff teams; Buckeyes third
BY PAUL FRITSCHNER
Staff  Writer
of  the season in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., at the Mastodon Opener 
wins and two school records. 
The meet included teams such 
as Butler, Miami (OH), Northern 
Wright State.
On the men’s side, senior 
high jump and set a school record 
conference. 
“Breaking the school record 
means a lot. My current high 
jump coach held the record, so 
it’s nice to have something to 
brag about with him in practice,” 
Platt said.
Platt was not the only person 
who set a school record, as junior 
There is usually an underlying 
theme that runs through Xavier’s 
big losses, and there is generally an 
overwhelming frustration that the 
game was lost through one par-
point. Last year against Creighton, 
it was an atrocious shooting per-
formance. Against Villanova, 
Edmond Sumner was crushed on 
the court shortly after tip-off.
half  and Baylor’s second half. 
Remember the good ol’ times 
looked like Baylor might not be 
as untouchable as many believed? 
Then Trevon picked up four fouls, 
the Musketeers’ offense turned 
about as cold as the North Pole 
and Baylor quite literally ran away 
Xavier had the lead with about 
Sophomore Tyler Harmon 
In the same race, junior Caleb 
-
ter, sophomore Grayson Jenkins 
came in third with a time of  
relay team placed second overall 
On the women’s side, senior 
Sydney Larkin placed second in 
Davenport placed third with a 
-
Freshman Claire Hathaway 
placed third overall in the triple 
meters.
The next meet for the 
Musketeers is the Kentucky 
Invitational in Lexington, sched-
uled for the weekend of  Jan. 
Bluiett was given his fourth foul, 
and the game spiraled out of  con-
trol as the Bears exploded for a 
One of  the biggest keys to the 
game was rebounding, and Xavier 
came to play on the boards. 
Xavier out-rebounded Baylor 47-
-
fensive rebounds. The problem 
was that the Musketeers couldn’t 
convert those offensive boards 
second-chance points.
This Xavier team really is so 
this game is not as worrisome as 
it might have been in years past. 
Yes, it exposed some weaknesses, 
like the lack of  offense from play-
ers not named Trevon Bluiett and 
Edmond Sumner (they had 42 of  
-
curred so early in the season that 
there is plenty of  time to adjust, 
correct the problems and work 
through what happened. 
They have a prime chance 
to rebound Wednesday night 
against a stout Colorado team. 
The Musketeers travel to Boulder, 
Buffalo squad whose signature 
win at this point in the season is 
against Texas. 
Colorado came up just short 
in a matchup against Notre Dame 
and dropped one to in-state rival 
Colorado State.
Colorado is led by senior guard 
Derrick White, who has played in 
more than 75 percent of  available 
minutes this year. It is much better 
as a team on defense than offense 
and struggles to shoot the ball.
The game against Colorado 
and Saturday’s home battle against 
mettle of  this team.





Woods returns to competitive











After what seemed like an eter-
nity away from the game, Tiger 
Woods returned to competitive 
golf  this past week at the Hero 
World Challenge in the Bahamas. 
Although the tournament had a 
more relaxed atmosphere than 
your typical PGA Tour event 
were certainly positive signs from 
Woods as he attempts to get back 
on top of  the game he once ruled 
before numerous health and per-
sonal problems. 
Coming off  of  two sepa-
rate back surgeries in the last 14 
months, fans and experts alike re-
ally had no indication of  where 
Woods was with his game and 
how competitive he could possi-
bly be returning to a tour with far 
more talent than was present while 
he was dominating the game. 
This type of  relaxed event was 
a great place for Tiger to return to 
the game: playing in a tournament 
he hosts and his foundation spon-
sors on a course he is very familiar 
with. 
For the most part, Woods’ 
game looked solid. He was more 
consistent off  the tee than one 
would expect a player still testing 
new equipment for that part of  
his bag. His iron and wedge game 
was quite solid and all in all, his 
tempo looked back to the vintage 
Woods golf  fans are accustomed 
to seeing.
It was not all positives to come 
out of  the week, however. Woods, 
who ended the week tied with the 
eventual winner in birdies and 
eagles, also struggled with the 
big number, making numerous 
double bogeys throughout the 
sometimes struggled at the end 
of  rounds and  looked like he was 
fading, as shown by two double 
Thursday. 
His short game and putting 
had their moments but must be 
improved if  he is to contend on 
Tour and major championship 
courses, which is ultimately his 
standard for his game no matter 
the expectations or opinions of  
fans and pundits. 
This tournament has to be 
viewed as a win for Woods in his 
return to competetive golf, even 
though room for improvement 
was evident. 
If  he can shore up some of  the 
loose issues with his game that we 
saw this past week and get more 
steady with the new equipment in 
the bag this year, we could see a 
different Tiger out on the course 
this year than we have in previous 
seasons. 
Tiger Woods was in his signature red golf shirt on Sunday, a sign of great things to come for golf fans far and wide.
Photo courtesy of golfweek.com
Knox Hitt at the AT&T Winter Nationals.
Members of  the Xavier swim 
team competed in the AT&T 
Winter Nationals this past week-
end in Atlanta, Ga. The team 
had several top performances 
throughout the four-day-long 
meet. 
This event is not a team com-
petition but rather a chance for in-
dividual swimmers invited to the 
meet. The times recorded act as 
U.S. swimming.
The individuals who were invit-
ed to the tournament posted sev-
eral personal bests. In the 100m 
placed among the top 24 swim-
with a time of  49.12. Sophomore 
David Bundell also competed 
with a strong time of  49.87. 
The men also had top per-
formers in the 50m free, the 100m 
breast and the 100m back. 
In the 50m free, senior Rodrigo 
Suriano placed 26th with a time of  
20.85, and Hitt placed 37th with a 
time of  21.25. 
In the 100 breast stroke, soph-
omore Michael Pettinichi had a 
time of  55.87 and placed in the 
top 30 swimmers. 
Lastly, in the 100m back, soph-
omore Sam Johanns swam a time 
of  50.22, and sophomore Nathan 
Runyon placed with a time of  
50.08. 
Runyon also competed in the 
200m back stroke with sopho-
more Chase Baldwin, and they 
1.53.53, respectively. 
The team had two solid relay 
races in the 800m free and the 
200m free as well. 
The 800m relay, which consist-
ed of  Suriano, Baldwin, Johanns 
6:47.78. 
The 200m relay team consist-
ing of  Suriano, Johanns, Bunnell 
time of  1:22.57. 
The team’s next meet is Jan. 
6 at IUPUI in Indianapolis. The 
team has four more meets in 
the season before the Big East 
Championships in late February. 
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
Women’s basketball races out to 6-0 start
The Xavier women’s basket-
ball team remains undefeated af-
ter a close 61-58 victory over the 
Michigan Wolverines on Dec. 5. 
The Musketeers moved to 6-0 
while the Wolverines dropped to 
7-2.
It was one of  the closer games 
of  the season, with eight ties and 
nine lead changes between the 
two teams.  
Michigan’s 58 points was a sea-
son low for the Wolverines, who 
normally average 86.4 points per 
game. 
The Musketeers went on a 12-3 
16-13 advantage and followed it 
up by going on an 8-2 run to open 
the second. 
However, the Wolverines were 
able to come back and force a 28-
28 tie at half. 
Xavier was able to close out the 
third quarter on another run, this 
time 10-2, and then jumped out 
early in the fourth, led by redshirt 
points. 
The Musketeers were up 57-
51 with 4:07 left in the quarter 
Michigan a 58-57 lead with a min-
ute to go. 
Redshirt sophomore Imani 
Partlow was then able to regain 
possession and sink two free 
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
Redshirt sophomore Kindell Fincher posted a career-high 17 points against Michigan.
golf, turns heads in outing delivers at 
throws to put the Musketeers 
ahead and seal the win. 
Fincher led the way for the 
Musketeers by posting a career- 
high 17 points on 6-12 shooting, 
including another career high of  
Senior Maddison Blackwell 
and 10 rebounds, her sixth career 
double-double.  Redshirt senior 
Raeshaun Gaffeny was the third 
Musketeer to put up double digits 
with 14 points. 
Xavier out rebounded 
Michigan 46-32, led by Blackwell 
and senior Leah Schaffer. 
The 6-0 start marks the longest 
win streak to begin a season since 
the Musketeers opened the 2010-
11 season with 11 consecutive 
victories. Xavier went on to win 
29 games that season, eventually 
losing in the second round of  the 
NCAA tournament.
The Musketeers’ next game is 
at 7 p.m. on Dec. 8 at Wake Forest. 
The undefeated record will be put 
to the test on Dec. 19 when they 
play against No. 19 Oklahoma, 
who are 5-2. 
After a short road trip over 
break, the Musketeers will return 
home to Cintas on Jan. 2 vs St. 
John’s for the start of  conference 
play. 
Xavier currently is at the top 
of  the conference but will have 
to face off  against tough teams 
such as No. 16 DePaul and 7-1 
Providence. 







The Weeknd’s Starboy is his 
latest release, and while there are 
many similarities to his last album, 
Beauty Behind the Madness, there are 
quite a few standout tracks that 
deviate from his normal style.
“Starboy,” the hit title track, is 
a very simple song that is made 
addictive by the poppy drumbeat, 
smooth vocals, pleasing electronic 
backing vocals from Daft Punk 
and the calm, relaxing vibe of  the 
overall song. The Weeknd doesn’t 
do any belting or vocal acrobatics 
like he does in “In the Night.” He 
sticks to a simple, repetitive and 
catchy melody that makes you 
want to groove along with the 
song while listening. It’s a song 
you’d sit on the couch and unwind 
to.
Simple songs are littered all 
throughout the album. For in-
stance, “True Colors” is a mini-
malist lounge-style ballad that 
sticks out amongst the other 
synth-heavy songs. 
The vocals are strong and clear, 
and the rhythmic instrumentation 
drives the song along with a dry 
drumbeat that is almost marching-
band in style. 
Meanwhile, “Stargirl 
Interlude,” featuring the sweet, 
soft vocals of  Lana Del Rey, 
serves as a transition from “True 
Colors” to the stripped-down 
synths of  “Sidewalks.”
My two personal favorites from 
the album are “Love to Lay” and 
“A Lonely Night.” The former 
features a pounding drumbeat 
intro that leads into a pop-esque 
chorus with engaging instrumen-
tation, while the latter harkens 
shockingly close to something you 
vocals and a sexy groove that’s ir-
resistibly catchy.
The vocal prowess of  The 
Weeknd is hard to ignore in this 
album. Unlike previous albums, 
where we saw his high tenor range 
dominate the tracks, Starboy gives 
us a glimpse into the singer’s lower 
range, with “Rockin’” showcasing 
a very strong lower baritone range 
not normally seen on his tracks. 
He also uses dissonant harmonies 
in many of  his instrumentals, par-
ticularly in “All I Know,” which 
strips away the drums to allow 
cold synths to create a haunting 
backdrop to the clear vocals.
Overall, I’d give the album four 
notable, single-worthy tracks that 
to outweigh the fact that many 
songs sound very similar to one 
another. 
Tastes will vary, but it’s hard to 
deny that The Weeknd has made 
another strong hit album.
New ‘Starboy’ spotlights vocal mastery
Long-awaited games make their debut
The Weeknd’s third studio album, Starboy, was released Friday, Nov. 25 and features collaborations with Lana Del Rey, Kendrick Lamar, Future and Daft Punk.
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Developed by Sqare Enix, Final Fantasy XV was released on Tuesday, Nov. 29 after being in development since 2006.
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It collectively took both Final 
Fantasy XV and The Last Guardian 
Final Fantasy was developed 
by Square-Enix, and The Last 
Guardian was developed by Sony’s 
-
try has changed greatly during this 
long development period.
With each new delay, gamers’ 
tastes adapted to what the mar-
ket dictated. There was the Call 
of  Duty period, the Tony Hawk 
skateboarding game period, the 
Pokémon Go phenomenon and 
then there are the other AAA titles 
that came and went during this 
time. Not to mention Nintendo’s 
success, failure and success again. 
Final Fantasy XV is a big 
game. It follows the adventures 
of  Prince Noctis and his friends 
as they navigate the kingdom 
in their car, “the Regalia,” while 
trying to reclaim his throne. The 
main characters seem more like a 
boy band on a tour break than the 
typical heroes Square-Enix has 
used in the past.  
At the start screen, Final 
Fantasy announces that it is “for 
that is what delayed development. 
Another idea is that they want to 
expand the RPG player umbrella 
and not intimidate those sitting on 
the sidelines. I’ve played, and I do 
enjoy it. 
My only real complaint is prob-
ably having to drive everywhere, 
and many of  my fetch quests have 
been for shops in the game. There 
are monster hunts that can be un-
dertaken, yet I have only experi-
enced one. In short, this game is 
worth the wait.
The Last Guardian originally was 
slated for a PlayStation 3 release 
and then kept getting delayed and 
shifted to PlayStation 4. It tells 
the story of  a boy and a mysteri-
ous hybrid creature named Trico 
as they work their way out of  a 
castle. Graphically it is one of  
the PS4’s most beautiful games. 
However, the camera leaves much 
to be desired.
Fumito Ueda, the creator of  
The Last Guardian, has a pedi-
gree including the classics Ico 
and Shadow of  the Colossus. Much 
like the previous titles, The Last 
Guardian is a mystery for the play-
er to discover.  
I would recommend playing 
the previous titles before playing 
this one since they are all connect-
ed. Ueda specializes in surprises 
and twists, and The Last Guardian 
contains plenty I wouldn’t want to 
spoil. 
The game industry is a strange 
creature. Sometimes a long-await-
ed title hits and bombs immedi-
ately, and other times it fails while 
gamers wait for a discounted 
price. 
While Final Fantasy XV has al-
ready met some success, The Last 
Guardian may have a tougher road. 
Final Fantasy XV is available on 
all consoles, but The Last Guardian 
is only available on PlayStation 4. 
Both games’ strengths and weak-
ness will be debated for some time 
to come.  
If  you’re looking for a respite 
I highly recommend you check 
out one or both. Sometimes the 







Edited by:  Sara Ringenbach 
ringenbachs@xavier.edu
xaviernewswire.com
Romance,” “Bright Night Angel,” 
“Dark Angel” and “Pink Nation.” 
Each model was elaborately 
adorned in not only the brand’s 
new lines of  lingerie but also the 
notorious wings that make the 
fashion show so unique. 
The show also hosted an im-
pressive lineup of  performers. 
Lady Gaga, Bruno Mars and The 
Weeknd all sang some of  their 
newest hits while the models strut-
ted around them. The Weeknd in 
particular brought some added 
excitement to the show, as his re-
cent split with model Bella Hadid 
left some wondering how the two 
would interact on the runway. 
The highly anticipated “fan-
tasy bra” was worn by Jasmine 
Tookes this year. For each show, 
an incredibly elaborate jeweled bra 
is created and worn to create one 
of  the centerpieces of  the show. 
they prepared for the show aired 
before commercial break. 
One Angel was quoted as say-
ing, “looking like this does not 
come naturally. Two months be-
fore the show I work out seven 
days a week, sometimes twice a 
day.” This behind the scenes look 
at the high intensity preparation 
that takes place was a nice recog-
nition that all women are not cre-
ated in “bombshell” fashion. 
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Victoria’s Secret sasses with fashion
(From left to right) Victoria’s Secret models Maria Borges, Cindy Bruna, Jasmine Tookes, Gigi Hadid and Rachel Hilbert stormed the Paris stage to showcase the 2016 lingerie collection on Dec. 5.
need to pretend it’s Luther just to 
endure an episode.
The new episodes are a con-
tinuation of  the previous seasons. 
If  you haven’t watched the trailers, 
they feature your favorite charac-
ters. For some of  the actors I can 
imagine it probably was the one 
gig where they didn’t say no. 
Winter is coming, but in Stars 
Hollow it features Rory and 
Lorelai catching up with each 
other. Rory has left New York and 
returned to humble Stars Hollow 
where Luke and Lorelai now 
cohabitate. 
The soft acoustic guitar and 
singing of  “la la la la la” kicks off  
the show proper. Kirk is starting 
up a ride service called OOOber. 
In other words, the show picks up 
almost right where it left off.  
-
sode it felt like everything was 
shoeho ned in to remind the au-
dience that “this is Gilmore Girls.” 
There is Rory’s best friend’s 
arguing with her mother and The 
-
ence is everybody is older and the 
episodes are long.
I don’t want to spoil any sur-
prises, but if  you are nostalgic for 
a Gilmore
It is almost certain that if  a tele-
vision show is dead, the people at 
or near dead television shows, 
and Gilmore Girls is the newest of  
zombie television to celebrate its 
return. 
When the original series ended, 
Rory made life-changing deci-
sions, and Luke and Lorelai didn’t 
get married. 
The network that originally 
broadcasted it shut down, the pro-
ducer/creator had left long before 
and the fans were heartbroken. 
I decided for the sake of  jour-
nalism to watch this show on 
the last episode of  last season. I 
fast forwarded a few times.
The Gilmore Girls is known for 
the witty banter and pop cultural 
references aplenty, and the new 
show uses much of  the same 
ideas. There are four 90-minute 
episodes in the season. 
When there are four new epi-
sodes of  Luther, I suddenly get 
excited, but for Gilmore Girls I 
Gilmore Girls.
The 2016 Victoria’s Secret 
Fashion Show took place Monday 
night. The self-proclaimed “great-
est fashion show on earth” was set 
The show featured six differ-
ent lingerie segments, each with 
its own theme. The themes this 
year included “The Road Ahead,” 
“Secret Angel,” “Mountain 
The coveted bra this year was es-
timated to cost $3 million and was 
worn during the “Bright Night 
Angel” segment by seasoned 
Angel Tookes. 
Unique this year was the 
show’s focus on physical health. 
The brand has recently come un-
praising unrealistic body images 
for women. This year a segment 
showing the Angels training as 
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Gilmore Girls, and it shows. I just 
question the episode length and if  
this reboot needed to happen. If  
you loved this show, you’ll love it 






Finals are right around the corner 
and everyone is stressing out about 
upcoming exams. Getting all the as-
signments done on time might seem 
like a lot, but here are a few tips to 
make the last weeks of the semester 
smoother.
A lot of people listen to music while they study, 
but sometimes the lyrics in songs can be distract-
ing. Classical instrumental music is the perfect 
solution to stay focused and get work done. 
Pandora has some good stations to check out 
such as “Classical for Studying” radio and the 
“Hans Zimmer” radio.
A good relaxing study break is coloring. Adult 
coloring books are all the rage and help get your 
mind off some stressful events. Don’t have a 
coloring book? You can easily Google coloring 
sheets and print them right off the Internet.
I know this one seems impossible, but it is re-
ally important to sleep. When you pull those all 
nighters, your energy is drained. Then you have 
no energy for the next day. By setting time for 
sleep, you can be more successful the next day.
Everyone is in the same boat this time of year. So 
why not start a study a group with your friends 
or classmates? You all can stress out together so 
you don’t feel alone. Studying in a group makes 
the material less confusing, and it’s a good way 
review the information.
Planning your days out can be very helpful dur-
ing these next few stressful days. Plan when you 
are going to complete assignments and when you 
are going to study for tests. Make sure you plan 
time for breaks – 10-15 minutes, not three hours 
– as well.
By helping your physical health, you are also 
helping your mental health. Taking a few min-
utes to exercise will help you feel refreshed and 
more energized, which will give you the energy 




Join or make a study group
Listen to classical music
Manage your time
